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soon found a stand making against him. There was some show at first of closing the New York columns, with gentleman-like contempt, to any remonstrance against the insult ; but at length the " Mirror," after several insidious attacks, made one openly, to wit : —
Those who have read the notices of American books hi a certain .' southern ' monthly which is striving to gain notoriety by the loudness of its abuse, may find amusement in the sketch, in another page, entitled ' The Successful Novel.' The Southern Literary Messenger knows iSp31 by experience .jsgi what it is to write a successless novel.
The sketch referred to was a clever squib in the style of Poe's " Lionizing," and while satirizing his attention to the minutiae of style and his readiness to cry plagiarism somewhat in a jackdaw manner, as if the word were his whole stock in trade, insinuated further that the Harpers had rejected Poe's longer, as the " Mirror " itself had his shorter, effusions. In this charge there was little, if any, truth ; and to the point Poe replied with a flat denial: he "never in his life wrote or published, or attempted to publish, a novel either successful or successless" 2 — a statement which must be understood as relegating into nonentity the alleged early work of Poe, " An Artist at Home and Abroad."
1  New York Mirror, April 9, 1836.
2  Southern Literary Messenger, ii, 327 (April, 1836).t of a nature to hesitate in following up a predetermined line of policy; but he
